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Some of the recipients of food assistance, Selayang, Medan
Covid is raging in Indonesia as elsewhere in the world, but Indonesia has one of the highest rates of infection. Less than 10% of the population has been vaccinated and the number of cases has overwhelmed the public health system. The government is responsible for burying those who die of Covid, but because of the tremendous numbers, there is a back log of bodies waiting to be interred. It is difficult to get people to dig the graves, hard to get hearses to transport bodies, and hard to find plots for burial. Some were gouging for those services until the police stepped in and made some arrests.
 Brother Tuloasa’s wife Nofi was hospitalized in Medan, and Daniel’s daughter, Jessica in Bekasi. Both are now at home recuperating. Tuden Panjaitan, a preacher, along with his daughter and son in law have the virus. As far as I know there have been no deaths among members, but the country is very large and communication sometimes is slow.

  As in the U.S. certain segments of the population are objecting to mask wearing and vaccinations. The most commonly used vaccine is a Chinese product but it is not as efficacious as the western vaccines, and there is a critical shortage of vaccine for the country.
 Our brethren who have the means have returned to on line streaming for worship services as citizens are prohibited  from public gatherings and travel outside their homes is restricted. This turn of events has seriously impacted the ability of some members to engage in their usual pursuit of livelihood. We all are praying that the pandemic will soon be under control. 
  I continue participating in the twice weekly Bible Class facilitated by the Block M congregation in Jakarta. Brethren from various parts of the country are taking part in these sessions and teaching the classes by rotation.
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  In Medan, in spite of limited activities, several have been baptized since our last report. We rejoice with those new members of the body. Four more young children have been admitted to the orphanage in Medan, bringing the total now to 10. We continue to provide food assistance for Selayang members during this Covid emergency.
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Baptisms at Selayang, Medan
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Daniel reports that the Connor House children in Bekasi have started back taking classes on line since schools are not allowed to operate. He also is having to do his weekly radio program by streaming since he is not allowed to do it live at the station.
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Connor House Kids
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Thanks to all for your continued support of the Indonesian work. Please pray for our brethren there and that nation, that their policies to control the pandemic will be effective.   Colin & Ellen cohamckee@att.net
  We have just sent two books to the printer in Jakarta. One is: lessons on the Church of Christ, written by Bill Cantrell, minister of the East Huntsville Church of Christ in Huntsville, Al. Bro Alip translated it with minimal help from me, and the other is a small book that I wrote called Marilah Kita Baca Dalam Alkitab (Let Us Read In The Bible) which has lessons on: Biblical Faith (Iman Alkitabiah), N.T. Baptism (Baptisan Menurut Perjanjian Baru), Christian Worship and the Lord’s Supper(Ibadah Kristiani dan Perjamuan Tuhan), Are Instruments in Worship Approved by God?(Apakah Alat Musik Dalam Ibadah Diperkenankan Tuhan?, and Does the Bible Approve of Christians Drinking Alcoholic Beverages?( Apakah Alkitab Merestui Orang Kristen Minum Yang Beralkohol?). I have these lessons in English if anyone would like copies. These books will be tools for our Indonesian brethren to be grounded in the faith and equip them to defend it against falsehood. We are also in the process of printing the World Bible School courses in Medan and all the church members at Selayang are going to study the courses. 
  My shortwave radio program aimed at South East Asia continues to receive a lot of hits and visits to the web site and a lot of the PDF manuscripts of the lessons which are in the Indonesian language are being downloaded. The highest number of visits are from the U.S., Netherlands, Denmark, China, India, and European countries. Indonesian people are scattered all over the world.
Total visits from March to July:   2301
Total different countries visiting March to July: 190 (includes Indonesia)
Total lessons downloaded March to July: 168
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